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Look out for announcements and events throughout the year as we celebrate 20 years of The
Greenbook. To download a copy for free, visit our website at https://rcdvcpc.org/the-

greenbook.html.
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Most family court custody cases have at least one participant who is
not represented by an attorney. Cases with self-represented litigants
(SRL) make up between 70% and 90% of all family court cases.
Unsurprisingly, then, the majority of survivors of domestic violence
who seek remedies through the family court do so without the help of
an attorney. While having a lawyer is recommended, the harsh reality
is that there are simply not enough pro bono or legal aid lawyers to
meet the great need. 

Findings from interviews with SRLs suggest that they feel
disadvantaged in court compared to those with legal representation,
perceive that representing themselves negatively impacts their case
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outcomes, and believe that representing themselves adds stress to
an already taxing experience. [Continue reading...] 

Webinars
Real Life Example of
Collecting Practice-
Based Evidence in
Family Legal
Services (Recorded
on January 17, 2019) 
In this webinar, learn
about one legal

services agency’s journey into data and then hear some tips from an
expert in technology adaptation on how to make the shift to an
organizational culture that values data. 90 minutes. 
 
For more of our previously recorded webinars, see our resources
page at https://rcdvcpc.org/resources.html. 

Center for Court
Innovation: 

Assisting Self-Represented
Litigants in Domestic
Violence Cases

Legislative News
In an effort to provide
more frequent and timely
updates on domestic
violence legislation being
enacted in the states, the
RCDV:CPC provides
quarterly electronic updates.
We hope this new format
and delivery method will 
prove useful for you. 

Latest Edition:

2016 4th Quarter Update,
Part 4

RCDV:CPC's New Self-Represented Litigants
(SRL) Homepage
Victims who cannot afford to hire an attorney or find legal representation
must represent themselves in court and need practical and informed assistance in preparing
evidence, conducting themselves in court, and understanding the purpose and consequence of the
proceedings/processes in which they are participating. The Resource Center on Domestic Violence:
Child Protection and Custody (RCDV: CPC) has developed a series of SRL guides designed to
assist victims in finding guidance and preparing and presenting evidence for a court so that the
domestic violence they experienced--and its impact on their children's wellbeing--is considered.
These resources have been translated into Spanish and reviewed for plain language. These
resources now are available in one place on the RCDV: CPC website. 
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Webinar: Support for your Organizational
Infrastructure: What We Can Do for You
Date: Thursday, March 14, 2019

Time: 11:00 a.m. PT, 2:00 p.m. ET

In order to effectively serve survivors of intimate partner violence and lead successful programs, it is
important to have a strong organizational infrastructure that is aligned with the organization’s
mission and core values. Presenters will highlight promising organizational practices and leadership
styles that are key in maintaining and leading a healthy/successful organization. Learn about
Futures Without Violence’s SOS Institute resources, technical assistance support, and training
opportunities to assist U.S. Department of Justice Office on Violence Against Women grantees,
partner organizations, and potential OVW grantees.

Register Here

New Toolkit!
Apply for VOCA funding: A Toolkit for Organizations Working with Crime
Survivors in Communities of Color and other Underserved Communities 

Download here

We're Coming to Washington, DC in 2020 - Get
Your Workshop Proposals in Now!
Washington, DC 
April 14-16, 2020 
 
Workshop Proposals are due May 1st, 2019
 
EVAWI is inviting workshop proposals for our International Conference on Sexual Assault, Domestic
Violence, and Violence Across the Lifespan. Our conference promotes innovative techniques,
unique approaches, and promising practices in responding to gender-based violence. 
 
Your application will not be considered unless all required information is submitted before
May 1, 2019. Questions? Email proposals@evawintl.org or call (509) 684-9800.

Submit a Proposal
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The RCDV: CPC is a project of the Family Violence and Domestic Relations
Program of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.

The RCDV: CPC provides assistance to professionals working with survivors,
including judicial officers, court personnel, social workers, custody evaluators,
mediators, guardians ad litem, and advocates working in the child custody and/
or child protection systems. Professionals are encouraged to seek training and
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Share this email:

technical assistance to assist with their individual case(s), increased community competence in
these critical areas, or systems changes related to domestic violence, child custody, and protection.

Please use the RCDV: CPC toll-free number 1-800-52-PEACE (1-800-527-3223) and speak to an
RCDV: CPC staff member or send a question via email to info@rcdvcpc.org. For more information
on the RCDV: CPC and resources we offer, please see our website www.rcdvcpc.org.

This project was made possible by Grant Number 90EV039-03-00 from the Administration on Children, Youth, and
Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely the
responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

For training and technical assistance, call 1-800-52-PEACE (1-800-527-3223) or email
info@rcdvcpc.org.
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