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FRIENDLY PARENT PROVISIONS AND EXCEPTIONS FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

(Statutes in effect as of 1/15/19) 

This chart summarizes state statutes that include a "friendly parent" provision in their best interest factors, favoring 

parents who promote a relationship between the child and the other parents. It also indicates whether the provision has 

an exception for domestic violence. 

STATE FRIENDLY PARENT PROVISION WITH 
EXCEPTION FOR DV 

FRIENDLY PARENT PROVISION WITH NO DV 
EXCEPTION 

Alabama  30-3-152 

Alaska 25.20.090, 25.24.150  

Arizona 25-403  

Arkansas  9-13-101 

California   

Colorado 14-10-124  

Connecticut  46b-56 

Delaware  13-728 

Florida  61.13 

Georgia  19-9-3 

Hawaii 571-46  

Idaho   

Illinois  5/602.5, 5/602.7 

Indiana   

Iowa 598.41  

Kansas  23-3203 

Kentucky 403.270  

Louisiana Civil Code Art. 134  

Maine  19A:1653 

Maryland  Fam Law 9-105 

Massachusetts   

Michigan 722.23  

Minnesota 518.17  

Mississippi   

Missouri  452.375 

Montana 40-4-212  

Nebraska  43-2922(17)(d) 

Nevada  125C.0035 

New Hampshire 461-A:6  

New Jersey 9:2-4  

New Mexico  40-4-9.1 

New York   

North Carolina   

North Dakota  14-09-06.2 

Ohio  3109.04 

https://codes.findlaw.com/al/title-30-marital-and-domestic-relations/al-code-sect-30-3-152.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/ak/title-25-marital-and-domestic-relations/ak-st-sect-25-20-090.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/ak/title-25-marital-and-domestic-relations/ak-st-sect-25-24-150.html
https://www.azleg.gov/ars/25/00403.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/ar/title-9-family-law/ar-code-sect-9-13-101.html
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/crs2016-title-14.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2017/pub/chap_815j.htm#sec_46b-56
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title13/c007/sc02/index.shtml
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0000-0099/0061/Sections/0061.13.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/ga/title-19-domestic-relations/ga-code-sect-19-9-3.html
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol12_Ch0501-0588/HRS0571/HRS_0571-0046.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/075000050K602.5.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=075000050K602.7
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/598.41.pdf
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch23/023_032_0003.html
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=48320
https://legiscan.com/LA/text/SB291/id/1800646/Louisiana-2018-SB291-Chaptered.pdf
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/19-A/title19-Asec1653.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/md/family-law/md-code-fam-law-sect-9-105.html
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(pvuxfnsz1jcf1b1patxxccbv))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-722-23
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/518.17
http://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=452.375&bid=34916&hl=
https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/40/4/40-4-212.htm
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=43-2922
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/nrs-125c.html#NRS125CSec0035
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xliii/461-a/461-a-6.htm
https://codes.findlaw.com/nj/title-9-children-juvenile-and-domestic-relations-courts/nj-st-sect-9-2-4.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/nm/chapter-40-domestic-affairs/nm-st-sect-40-4-9-1.html
https://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t14c09.pdf
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3109.04


STATE FRIENDLY PARENT PROVISION WITH 
EXCEPTION FOR DV 

FRIENDLY PARENT PROVISION WITH NO DV 
EXCEPTION 

Oklahoma  43-112 

Oregon 107.137  

Pennsylvania 23-5328(a)(13)* 23-5328(a)(1)* 

Rhode Island   

South Carolina  63-15-240 

South Dakota 25-4A-24  

Tennessee  36-6-106 

Texas   

Utah  30-3-10, 30-3-10.2 

Vermont 15-665  

Virginia 20-124.3  

Washington   

West Virginia 48-9-206**  

Wisconsin  767.41 

Wyoming  20-2-201 

District of Columbia   

*Pennsylvania has two provisions with friendly parent language, one of which has a DV exemption and one does not. 

**West Virginia’s statute incorporates by reference § 48-9-209 regarding domestic violence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project was made possible by Grant Number 90EV0439-02-01 from the Administration on Children, Youth, and 

Families, Family and Youth Services Bureau, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Its contents are solely the 

responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services. 

https://law.justia.com/codes/oklahoma/2014/title-43/section-43-112/
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors107.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=53&sctn=28&subsctn=0
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=23&div=0&chpt=53&sctn=28&subsctn=0
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t63c015.php
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=25-4A-24
https://codes.findlaw.com/tn/title-36-domestic-relations/tn-code-sect-36-6-106.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title30/Chapter3/30-3-S10.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title30/Chapter3/30-3-S10.2.html?v=C30-3-S10.2_1800010118000101
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/15/011/00665
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title20/chapter6.1/section20-124.3/
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/chapterentire.cfm?chap=48&art=9&section=206
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/767/V/41
https://codes.findlaw.com/wy/title-20-domestic-relations/wy-st-sect-20-2-201.html

